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July 30, 2019 

 

 

Dear Business Owner/Manager; 

 

The Franklin County Commission passed an order on July 30, 2019, that requires food handlers 

in Franklin County to have the Hepatitis A vaccination, including appropriate boosters.  Food 

handler is defined as:  

 

Food Handler:  person who is employed by any person or entity in any capacity which 
requires the preparation, handling or touching of any food (except uncut produce), utensils, 
serving items or kitchen or serving area surfaces or materials, in a place where food that is 
intended for individual service and consumption is routinely provided completely prepared, 
regardless of whether consumption is on or off the premises and regardless of whether 
there is a charge for the food. Such places include restaurants, hospital cafeterias, schools 
and nursing home kitchens, day care facilities, residential group homes, caterers, banquet 
facilities, coffee shops, cafeterias, short order cafes, luncheonettes, taverns, sandwich 
stands, soda fountains, food vending carts and all other eating or drinking establishments, as 
well as kitchens, commissaries or other places in which food or drink is prepared for 
individual sale elsewhere. The term does not include a private home where food is prepared 
for noncommercial home use, and it does not include the location of food vending machines. 

 

The Hepatitis A vaccination is a two dose series:  an initial vaccination and a booster dose six 

months later. Both doses are required for compliance.  The order states “employers have ninety 

(90) days from the date of passage to vaccinate all food handlers” (with dose number one).  

Employers must keep records to show the health inspectors that their employees are in 

compliance.  Good hand washing is essential in preventing the spread of disease, even after 

being vaccinated.  Employees should know and follow hand washing guidelines at all times. 

 

Individuals may contact their own health provider or contact the Franklin County Health 

Department to obtain the vaccine.  For those that are uninsured, underinsured or those that meet 

eligibility guidelines the health department can provide the vaccine for $20.00 while supplies 

last.  We are also able to bill most insurance companies and have a cash pay option for those that 

may not want to use insurance.   

 

A copy of the Commission Order and additional information is available on our website at 

franklinmo.org (see Departments, see Health) and on the Franklin County Health Department 

Facebook page.  You may also contact us at (636) 583-7300 for questions and concerns.   


